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Accomack and Northampton Adopt
Eastern Shore Bicycle Plan

After holding public hearingsin
June, Accomack County and
Northampton County have adopted the
Eastern ShoreBicycle Plan. Thepur-
pose of the bicycleplanisto identify
futurebicycefadilitiesthat will improve
safety for bicydistsand maintaintraffic
capacity for other vehicles. Bicyclefa
cilities include shared lanes, paved
shoulders, bicycle lanes, shared-use
paths, bicycleracks, and safety signs.
Funding for bicyclefacilitiescan come
fromthe VDOT construction budget,
Virginia s Transportation Enhancement
Grant Program, and local government
appropriations.

The Eastern Shore Bicycle Plan
recommends paved shoulders on the
Chincoteague Causaway, adesignated
Seaside Bicycle Route with paved
shouldersfrom Maryland Route 12 to
the ChesapeskeBay Bridge Tunnel, and
shared use paths from Onancock to
Onley, Cape Charlesto Cheriton, and
Cape Charlesto Eastern Shore of Vir-
giniaNationd WildlifeRefuge. Theplan
alsorecommendsadesignated bicycle
routeonthe Bayside, bicyclefacilities
to connect townsand communitieswith
schools, businesses, and recreation fa-
cilities, andimproved accessalong and
across U.S. Route 13. Paved shoul-

dersat |east four feet wide, and shared
use paths ten feet wide, are recom-
mended.
Theplanincludesarecommenda
tion to consider arailtrail from Cape
Charles to Maryland if the Eastern
Shore Railroad right-of -way ever be-
comesavailable. At therequest of Ac-
comack County, theplanwasa so pre-

ern Shore Bicycle Plan is a starting point for

sented to the Accomack-Northampton
Trangportation Digtrict Commissonand
the Eastern Shore Railroad in June.
Now that the Eastern Shore Bicycle
Plan has been adopted by Accomack
County and Northampton County,
VDOT andthe countieswill determine
if bicyclefacilitieswill bebuilt whenthe
designated roads areimproved.

safer bicycling in Accomack and Northampton Counties.



First Draft of
Hazard Identification &
Risk Assessment Released Eastern Shore

Thefirst draft of the Eastern Shore
Hazard | dentification and Risk Assess-
ment, funded through agrant fromthe
Virginia Department of Emergency
Management and FEMA,, wasrel eased
at the June Eastern Shore Hazard Miti-
gation Committeemeeting. Theprimary
purpose of thisdocument isto describe
risk on the Eastern Shore. Thisisthe
first step towardscompliancewith the
Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000.

Thedraft explainsindetail theEast-
ern Shore' svulnerability tofour natura
hazards-- coastal flooding, stormwa-
ter flooding, highwind and coastal ero-
sion. Accomack County, Northampton
County and the Townsof Chincoteague,
Cape Charles, Wachapreague, Tangier,
Saxisand Onancock haveindividud risk
assessments. Other townsarediscussed
under the county risk assessments.

A largenumber of structuresonthe
Eastern Shoreliein the most hazard-
ous areas. The coast isavery attrac-

tivelocationto liveandisa sothemost
vulnerableintimesof coastal storms.
Some 12,351 structures, 38% of all
structures, arelocated in the 100-year
coastal floodplain. Of these an esti-
mated 8,147 were built before the
county adopted building code sandards
to reduce the threat to coastal build-
ings. Further, 127, 4% of al structures,
liewithin 50 feet of the shorelineand
represent thebuildingswiththemodt risk
for damagefrom coastal erosion. The
wind borne debrishazard vulnerability
areaisdefined asone-mileinland from
thecoast and thereare 9,595 structures
withinthisarea.

Knowing how ahazard event could
affect our community isthefirst step
toward creating asafer placefor dl res-
dentsof the Eastern Shore. By consid-
ering thisinformation county officials
and residents can make the best deci-
sion about how to keep themselves,
their familiesand property safe.

Flooding in Wachapreague from Hurricane Isabel

EDA Official
Visits the

Neal Noyes, Economic Develop-
ment Representative covering Virginia
and Maryland for the Economic Devel -
opment Adminigtration (EDA), wason
the Shorein Juneto discuss potential
development projectswiththePlanning
District Commission and the Eastern
Shore Community College. Aspart of
the US Department of Commerce, the
EDA makesgrantsfor infrastructurede-
velopment, local capacity building, and
bus nessdevel opment to hel p economi-
cdly distressed regionsalleviate condi-
tions of substantial and persistent un-
employment and underemployment.

Withtheass stance of thePlanning
Didtrict, the Eastern Shore Community
Collegeisapplyingto USDA Rurd De-
velopment and to the EDA for funding
the new Business Development and
Workforce Training Center. Other
sourcesof fundinginclude $2.347 mil-
lion from the state’s education bond,
$75,000 from the ESCC Foundation,
$110,000 from the Eastern Shore Re-
giona Partnership, and $602,000 from
Accomack and Northampton Counties.

Theneed for the new training cen-
ter isdocumented by areastatisticsand
a2003 survey of areaemployers. The
collegeis hard-pressed to find space
to conduct itscurrent workforcetrain-
ing courses, let alone expand its cur-
riculum.

The 20,000 squarefoot Business
Devel opment and Workforce Training
Center will providethe ESCCwithflex-
iblespacefor awidevariety of training
venues. In addition, it will housethe
Small Business Development Center
andwill havefadilitiesfor employerswho
need off-sitetraining space.



Housing &
Redevelopment
Corporation
Officers

The Accomack-Northampton
Housing and Redevel opment Corpora:
tion re-elected its officers at arecent
mesting.

LenoraMitchell continuesasthe
Presdent and Nathanid Williamsasthe
VicePresident. Donald Sawyer isthe
Treasurer and Paul Bergeisthe Secre-
tary.

TheHousing and Redevel opment
Corporation ownslow-income rental
properties and administers programs
such asthendoor Plumbing/Rehabili-
tation program.

New
Regional
Partnership
Officers

The Eastern Shore Regional Part-
nership held eectionsfor officersat its
May meeting. Richard L. Hubbard was
re-el ected to another term as Chairman
and Jack W. Bonniwell waselected as
theVice Chair. Paul F. Bergeremains
Secretary-Treasurer.

Members at Large of the Execu-
tive Committeeare BrendaHoldenand
the Honorable Bruce Paone.

TheRegiond Partnershipisagroup
of about 40 business, civic, education
and government |eaders working on
regional competitivenessprojects.

Accomack-Northampton Planning District

Commission

23372 Front Street

P.0. Box 417

Accomac, Virginia 23301

How to Contact
the A-NPDC

If you have questionsor comments
about anythinginthispublication, please
don’t hesitate to contact the Planning
Digtrict Commisson.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@a-npdc.org
Website www.a-npdc.org
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