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Funding Approved for Parksley Business
District Sewer System

Early thismonth, USDA offereda
$639,000 grant and $214,000 loanto
the Town of Parkdley to build asewer
systemforitscommercia busnessdis-
trict on Dunne Avenue and Bennett
Street. The new wastewater collection
system could al so accommodate sev-
eral resdencesonAdelaide Street.

Parkd ey’ sbusinessesand building
ownershave been struggling with indi-
vidual septic systems, many of which
arefailing. Replacement systems cost
$15,000, and most of thebuildingslack
theroom needed toingtd| them. Infact,
severa buildingshave septic tanksun-
der their floors, and some septic tanks
areshared by multiplebusinesses.

L ack of an adequate septic system
resultedintheclosureof Parkdey Pizza.
A new restaurant, the Taqueria, moved
intotheold Parkdey Pizzabuilding but
without restrooms, restricting itsoper-
ating hoursto thetimewhenthetown’s
public restroomsacrossthe street are
open. In addition, the Lunch Box has
been unableto useitsupper room be-
causeof thelimited capacity of itssep-
tic system. Septic systemshave had to
be pumped out frequently aswell, an
added expensefor many businesses.

| nadequiate septic systemsand the
restrictionsthat comewith them have

also madeit difficult to sell and reuse
vacant buildingsintown. However, now
that asewer systemisplanned, severd
buildings have changed hands. New
ownersareplanning aschool (Parkdey
Apparel Building), abakery and up-
scderestaurant (old BayshoreMarket),

and arestaurant intheold ABC store.
The Town of Parksley has con-
tracted withthe A-NPDC to adminis-
ter the project and develop needed
documentsto close on the grant and
loanintheshortest possibletimeframe.
Constructionisplanned for 2005.

Thomas A. Young, Mayor of Parksley and Mary Jones, USDA review the letter of
conditions for the Business District Sewer System grant and loan



ESVPSA Considers Land Application
of Treated Wastewater

The Eastern Shore of Virginia
Public ServiceAuthority (ESVPSA) is
currently wrestling with two major
projectswhich arevital tothefuture of
the Eastern Shore. They arethe Cen-
tral Accomack Project and the North-
ern Northampton Project. Both
projectsinvolvewastetreatment facili-
tieswhich may treat up to onemillion
gallons of wastewater per day. What
isthebest way to dispose of thetreated
wasteweter?

Upto now, treated wastewater has
been disposed by dischargeto alocal
waterway. Thishasnot been without
consequences. Thetraditiond treatment
method for large discharges has been
tophysically removethelarger floating
andsnking solid materid (primary treat-
ment), biologicaly removethesmaller
particlesby letting air breathing bacte-
riaconsumethem asfood (secondary
trestment), and then disnfecting therest
to kill disease causing bacteria. The
remainder isaclear effluentwhichisrich
innutrients, mainly nitrogen and phos-
phorus. These are the components
which cause excessive algal growth
which upon decompositionleadstore-
ductionindissolved oxygen makinglife
difficult for thefish, crabs, clams, oy-
stersand other marinelifethats needs
thisto breathe. Tertiary treatment can
remove most of the nutrients. The
ESVPSA isstrivingto design thenew
fadilitiestoaccomplishthisleve of treat-
mentwhichiscaledtregtingtotheLim-
itsof Technology (LOT).

Unfortunately, evenat such astrin-
gent level of treatment, dischargewill
still have an effect on the receiving
stream. Increased freshwater discharge
in saltwater environments can cause
continuationsor expansonsof shellfish

condemnationaress. Limit of Technol-
ogy treatment doesnot completely re-
moveall nutrients so awaterway will
still haveincreased nutrient loads.

Land disposd offersanother poten-
tial disposal method. Highly treated
water that resemblesdightly nutrified
rainwater could beusedtoirrigate plants
that will not be used for human con-
sumption. Theided Stuationwouldbe
silviculture (treefarming). Although
other cropscould also beirrigatedin
thisway, including animal feed or orna:
menta plant (nursery) operations. The
downsideof land disposal isitshigh
cost. However, thisdisposal method
hasother benefits.

The Eastern Shoreisserved by a
solesourcedrinking water aquifer. Our
only source of rechargeto thisaquifer
israinwater. Though we get an aver-
ageof 43inchesof rain per year, only a
very small percentageof that actually is
availableto rechargeour drinking wa
ter reserve. Most of it drainsoff into
waterwaysor istaken up by plantsbe-
foreit becomesavailablein our deeper,
more protected wells. So, it makes
sense to conserve what we have and
protect it from future contamination.
Thisforcesusto think about recycling/
reuseof our highly treasted wastewater.

Land disposal canbelooked onas
water banking. Our water supply isfi-
nite, and isbeing recharged at avery
dow rate. Why not usethisavailable
and highly treated water whichwehave
removed from the aquifer, asrecharge

water, thereby conserving our resource

and extending and protecting our use
of it? By doing so, we are al'so pro-
tecting our waterwaysby removing al
or part of the unneeded nutrientsand
theexcessfreshwater.

HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS
WASTE
COLLECTION A
SUCCESS

Fifty-four vehicleslined up at the
ESOATrtsCenter onAugust 18thtodrop
off over two tonsof household hazard-
ouswaste. Care Environmental of
Landing, New Jersey collected the
materials and will safely processthe
waste. The Food Bank of the Eastern
Shore collected useablepaint for sale
atitsTadey Thrift shop.

The Eastern Shore of Virginia
Ground Water Committeewould like
tothank all those who participated in
thecollection and appreciatethe effort
to protect our water resources.

The Committee hopesto makethe
collection an annual event, and would
like to thank the project sponsorsin-
cludingAccomack County, Northamp-
ton County, the VirginiaDepartment of
Environmenta Qudity, andtheVirginia
Department of Conservation and Rec-
regtion. Specid thankstotheESOATrts
Center and Aydelotte& Engler.

L .
Citizens Dispose of Hazardous Materials
at the ESO Arts Center




Miles Attends
WVU Small
Wastewater
Systems Training

Arthur Milesattended one of West
VirginiaUniversty’sNationa Environ-
menta Training Center for Small Com-
munitiescoursesand received instruc-
tioninwastewater trestment optionsfor
communities with 10,000 or fewer
people.

The course addressed regulatory
requirements, assessing community
needs, choosing appropriatewastewa:
ter technol ogies and ensuing ongoing
systemviability. Specificinformation
was presented on small treatment
plants, cluster systems, conventional
sysemsand dternativeonste systems.

McGowan Serves
on DLITE Board

The DelmarvalL ow Impact Tour-
ism ExperiencesBoard (DLITE) en-
couragesnature-based tourismthat can
meet the needs of weary vacationers
while still maintaining the Delmarva
Pennisula’ s400-year old way of life.

Recent activitieshaveincluded of -
fering canoe and bike trips on
Assateague.

JamesMcGowan, AICP, serveson
theBoard of DLITE aong with many
federal, stateand local authoritesfrom
al over thepennisula.
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How to Contact
the A-NPDC

If you have questionsor comments
about anythinginthispublication, please
don’t hesitate to contact the Planning
Digtrict Commisson.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@a-npdc.org
Website www.a-npdc.org
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