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A-NPDC to Elevate 60 High Risk Coastal
Homes in Accomack County

On September 7th, the Accomack
County Board of Supervisorsvotedto
accept agrant fromthe Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
and the VirginiaDepartment of Emer-
gency Management to elevate 60
homes in Accomack County and to

acquire and demolish the
Wachapreague Volunteer Fire Com-
pany building.

Thisproject in Accomack County
comes in the aftermath of Hurricane
Isabel, and cdllsfor thedevation of high
risk homesinlow lying coastal areas.
All of thepropertiesthat will beraised

in this project are located within the
Specia Flood Area of the Atlantic
Ocean and Chesapeake Bay and ap-
pliedfor theHM GP Program after Hur-
ricanelsabel. They includehomeson
theldland of Tangier andinthe com-
munities of Saxis, Onancock,
Wachapreague, Pungoteague,
Hallwood, Hacks Neck and Quinby.
Eachwill beelevatedtoa least onefoot
abovethe baseflood elevation asre-
quired by Accomack County. Theac-
quistionof thefiregtaionwill dlowthe
department to rebuild onahigher, safer
gte.

Under the Accomack County 2004
HMGP Program, FEMA will contrib-
ute $2,678,550, representing 75% of
thecost of the project. The Common-
wealth of Virginia will contribute
$714,280, representing 20% of the cost
and the property ownerswill contrib-
ute 5% or $178,570, for atotal project
amount of $3,571,400.

The A-NPDC gtaff will besending
out |ettersto project participants an-
nouncing upcoming information meet-
ings. A Request for Proposal hasal-
ready been advertised for aengineer
and surveyor.

Views of Flooding in the Vicinity of the Wachapreague Fire House.
(Left) Brooklyn Avenue and Main Street during the Ash Wednesday Storm of 1962
(Right) View of Hurricane Isabel Flooding from the Wachapreague Fire House




USGS Crater Drilling Event in
Eyreville

The United States Geologic Sur-
vey hedaCrater Drilling Kickoff Event
on September 20, 2005. The event
drew peoplefromall over the Eastern
Seaboard. USGS Geologists pre-
sented information about the Chesa-
peake Bay Crater. TheEyrevillesite
was chosento beasclosetothe center
of the Crater as possi blewithout actu-
aly beinginthecenter. TheUSGSin-
tendsto continuoudy coretheminerds
of the Crater to 7,200 feet.

Atthetimeof theevent, 1,433 feet
had been cored. Observers watched
thedrilling crew corethenext 10 feet.
Many inthe audience were hoping to
seecrater minerals. However, the core
brought up wasdtill theformation above
theactual Crater.

Thedrilling generd contractorsare
Drilling, Observation and Sampling of
the Earth’s Continental Crust, Inc.
(DOSECC). DOSECC is a 20 year
old nonprofit corporation basedin Salt
LakeCity, Utah. Thecompany hasdso
drilledinthelarge Chixculub crater in
Mexico. Chixculub’simpact sitemay
have beenthedinosaur killer.

The Chesapeake Bay Crater is
smaller than Chixculub but wasstill a

very significant event. Thebolidethat
struck the areacreated amilehigh tsu-
nami that may haveovertoppedtheBlue
Ridge Mountainsthat were coveredin

Poster showing the relative distances
between Chixculub (light crater
dominating the picture), and Chesapeake
Bay Crater (dark center)
atropical rainforest. All of that was
destroyed.

A DOSECC representative ex-
plained how thedrilling commencesand
how thedrilling crew worksto continu-
oudly coretheborehole.

Thedrilling rigusedwasbuiltinthe
1960sto coreminerasinmining explo-
ration. Therig had comefrom Arizona
and will bereturning thereonceit has
doneitswork hereonthe Eastern Shore.
Thedrilling is planned to wrap up in
December.

Farewell to Greg
Manter,Economic
Development
Director

Mr. Greg Manter will beleaving
the PDC on September 30th. AsEco-
nomic Development Director, he
worked closdly withthe Economic De-
velopment Commission. ExecutiveDi-
rector Paul Bergesaid“ His9-year ten-
urewith the Commission was exem-
plary. Hisbackground in business, eco-
nomic development, marketing, and
planning resulted in hiscresting avery
professional and comprehensive eco-
nomic development program for the
region. Hisprogramsincluded notable
accomplishmentsin promotion and re-
cruitment, workforce development,
downtown revitalization, busnesscoun-
sdlingandtraining, financinginfrastruc-
ture, andincentives.”

Heisparticularly proud of hiswork
onthe Regiona Partnership that com-
pleted several projectsincluding the
SpaceHlight Academy, Smal Business
Development Center and the recent
Workforce Development Center.  The
PDC staff will misshimandwishhim
well inhisnew endeavors.

The drilling site (left) and observers (right)

Mr. Greg Manter
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PSA Staff Attends Hospital
Wastewater Seminar

Staff recently attended aseminar,
“Wastewater and the Environment —
The Why of Wastewater Treatment” ,
which dealt with potential effectsand
mitigating factorsof endocrinedisrupt-
ing chemicals(EDC'’s), pharmaceuti-
cals, and personal care products
(PPCP's) inwastewater. Dr. Barbara
Hartley-Grimes, Non-Point Source
Pollution Program Coordinator for
North Carolina sOn-Site Wastewater
Section of the Divison of Environmen-
tal Health moderated the session.

The Northern Northampton
Wastewater Project iscertain to con-
tain this type of waste since Shore
Memorid Hospitd islocated inthepro-
posed servicearea. The Seminar high-
lighted the need for soilsto finishthe

treatment processof thistypeof waste.
Soilscontain the necessary anionsand
cationsto catalyze and bind these medi-
ca compounds.

Currently, ShoreMemorid Hospi-
tal dischargestreated wasteto Ware-
house Creek. ThePSA will treattoa
high standard hospital and town waste-
water and then land apply thetreated
effluent. Thisisthe best way to handle
hospitd wagte. Theinitid rigoroustreet-
ment method followed by further natu-
ral treatment by the soil will beanim-
provement over the current method of
disposal. Without thisproject, theHos-
pital will be forced to upgrade there
treatment facilitiesand will likely con-
tinueto dispose of theeffluentinWare-
house Creek.
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How to Contact
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If you have questionsor wouldlike
to discontinueyour subscription, please
contact the Planning District Commis-
son.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@a-npdc.org
Website www.a-npdc.org
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