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NEW FOOD POLICY COUNCIL STUDIES FOOD
PRODUCTION, MARKETING, AND AVAILABILITY

In September and October, the A-
NPDC held four public meetings to
solicit citizen feedback on the current
state of agriculture, food access, and
food security for the Eastern Shore of
Virginia. Thesemeetingswerepart of a
project funded by USDA Sustainable
Agriculture Research & Education
(SARE) to develop aRegional Food
SystemPalicy.

A successful policy would serveas
aroadmap to create stronger links be-
tween farmersand local markets, im-
prove food security and accessto lo-
cally produced food, and enhance

downtown revitdization by capturinga
portion of theestimated $125 millionin
food dollarsthat leavethe Shoreevery
year. A successful policy would also
create opportunitiesfor self-employ-
ment by growing or processing food for
local consumption.

Asaresult of theseinitial meetings,
severd attendeesexpressedinterestin
forming a new regional food policy
council towork onthegoalsset out by
the SARE grant. Thegroup welcomes
participationfromall interested citizens
and hopestoinvolvemany morepeople
initswork.

Thefirg task of thenew food policy
council will beto study the Shore'scur-
rent agricultural system. Study will in-
volvetheuse of standard datasuch as
theUS Censusof Agricultureand state
resources, but it will dsoinvolveways
to make new connections between
agencies, nonprofits, churches, and
businesses so that people cantalk about
food and healthin anew context —the
context of “local food.” Anarticleon
theFood Policy Coundil’sinitid reseerch
will appear in Shore Outdoors, an an-
nual insert prepared by RC& D for dis-
tribution in the Eastern Shore News.
Look for it in the near future. The
council’snext step isto conduct asur-
vey about wherecitizensbuy their food,
what they buy, how they view growing
their ownfood, whether they trave off
the Shore to buy food, why they do,
and to gaugeinterest in buying more
locally grown or processed foods.

Thenext Food Policy Council meet-
ingisscheduled for Thursday, Decem-
ber 8, from 5:30—7:30 p.m. at the A-
NPDC, 23372 Front Street, Accomac.
All interested citizens are welcome.
Contact Barbara Schwenk, by email at
bschwenk @easternshore.org or call
757-787-1247 x115 for further infor-
meation.




BROADBAND = PROSPERITY = REVENUE

Broadband —why doesVirginia's
Eastern Shoreneed it?

Many of us still consider “the
Internet” to be merely apleasant dis-
traction or fun placeto“surf.” Thatis
what it started out to be, but it’s not
that now. Itisrapidly becomingthesole
conduit for moving every kind of infor-
mationthereis financia, sales, design,
competitive, military/defense, homeland
security, medical and emergency ser-
vices. Studies have shown that the
economy of aregionwhichgainswide-
spread broadband internet access ex-
pandsexponentidly.

Becauseit movesalmost ALL in-
formation, the Internet and high-speed
accesstoitisrapidly becoming an ab-
solute necessity for prosperity every-
where. It hasbecome asnecessary as
electricity and running water to the
economy of every nationintheworld.
In 2001, the United States ranked 4"
in broadband penetration. Between
2001 and 2003, we dlipped to 13"
place, andin 2004, we slipped again
to 16™ place. The countries that far
outstrip usin broadband penetration are
France, most of Europe, and South
Korea(which offers 100 Mbpsuniver-
sal coveragefor $45 per month). Most
of Virginia's Eastern Shore hasonly
0.03 Mbpsdial-up accessfor $19.95
per month—not exactly abargan—and
that speedistotally inadequatefor any-
thing except casud “ surfing.”

In addition, thefuture of al com-
municationsmediaisdigita. TV, radio,
phone, andfilmwill al bedigita within
10years, and accesstoall of it will be
through high-speed Internet.

Therewill beno“rura high-speed
I nternet connectivity” programfromour
federa government theway therewas
rurd eectrificationinthe1930's There-

fore, rural communities need to look
elsawhereand think crestively to make
thisnecessity availabletoitscitizens.
Als0o, high speed Internet accesswill not
beddiveredto rural communitiesany-
where by any for-profit organization
becausethey can’t afford to provideit
at amarketable cost.

Broadband on the Shore

The Commonwealth of Virginia,
Accomack County, Northampton
County and Mid-Atlantic Broadband
Cooperative are partnering to bring a
backbone fiber optic cable along the
Eastern Shore. The Department of
Hous ng and Community Development
isasointerested inthiswork.

The Lower Shore Broadband Co-
operative out of Worcester, Maryland
isdiscussing last mile solutions with
Accomack and Northampton. Acco-
mack with support from Northampton
isplanning atower survey for abroad-
band rollout plan.

Groundwater
Committee’s
Annual Report
FY2005

The Groundwater Committeecon-
ducted severd activitiesunder thelead-
ership of Chairman Wanda Thornton
and Vice Chairman Suzanne Wescoat.
The Committeereviewed and tracked
Ground Water Withdrawa Applications
and Permits and ground water use
trends. They aso continued their work
with the USGS and the Eastern Shore
of VirginiaGround Water Model.

Several ground water protection
measureswereimplemented. A new
Ground Water Webpage hasbeen cre-
ated by the Committee'sconsultant and
itislocated at www.a-npdc.org. The
Committee al so assisted the Soil and
Water Conservation Digtrict in produc-
ing the Shore Outdoors Ground Water
Supplement for the Eastern Shore
News. Other activitiesincludethede-
velopment of the Ground Water Awards
Program and two Household Hazard-
ousWaste Collections, whereover four
tonsof materia wastaken off the Shore
to be disposed of properly or reused.

The Committee's consultant also
monitored ground water quality data.
Although most of the permitted facili-
tieson the Eastern Shore do not show
evidence of saltwater intrusion, some
facilitieshaved evated chloride concen-
trationsathough the causeof thisisun-
known. Thefacilitiesare Eastern Shore
Seafood, NASA Goddard Iland, and
YMCA Campground at Silver Beach.
Thereissdtwater intrusoninthe Town
of Cape Charles, as predicted by the
Town'sWithdrawal Permit work.

For a copy of the report, contact
ElaineMaeil at (757) 787-2936.



Annual Holiday
Reception
December 15th

The Accomack-Northampton
Planning District Commission, Acco-
mack-Northampton Housing and Re-
devel opment Corporation, Accomack-
Northampton Regiona Housing Au-
thority, Eastern Shore of VirginiaRe-
gional Partnership and Eastern Shore
of VirginiaPublic Service Authority will
host their Annua Joint Holiday Recep-
tion on Thursday, December 15". The
Receptionwill beheld thisyear inthe
Specia Eventsroom at the Shore Fi-
nancial Corporation Headquarters
BuildinginOnley.

PSA Notes

After several changes which ex-
tended thetimerequired to assume op-
erationa responsibility for the project,
the ESVPSA and Bayview Citizensfor
Social Justice, Inc. are completing the
final stepsnecessary totransfer the op-
erationa responghilitiestothe Author-
ity. Theway hasbeen cleared for the
surveyor to accomplish the additional
work necessary for the completion of
thetransfer plat whichisnecessary for
legd counsd to createthetransfer deeds.
During thisinterim period, the Authority
has been keeping close watch on the
operations of both the drinking water
and sewer components of the project
Itishoped that thesefina legal matters
can be completed and that the transfer
will occur prior to April 2005.
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How to Contact
the A-NPDC

If you have questionsor wouldlike
to discontinueyour subscription, please
contact the Planning District Commis-
son.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@a-npdc.org
Website www.a-npdc.org
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