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Robert N. Reed Downtown Waterfront Park
Dedicated on June 14, 2006

Even the remnants of Tropical
Storm Alberto could not keep people
from coming to the Robert N. Reed
Waterfront Park Dedication held on
June 14, 2006.

Thepark, located on Chincoteague
just north of the bridge, was devel-
opedin partnership withthe Town, the
Accomack-Northampton PDC, De-
partment of Housing and Community
Development, Department of Trans-
portation, USFishandWildlife Service
and Department of Forestry.

The park began to take shapein
1999, when the Town, assisted by the
PDC, applied for aplanning grant to
develop a Downtown Revitilization
Strategy. This strategy was needed
sincethe current bridge connecting to
Main Street isintended to close. A new
bridge connecting to Maddox Boule-
vard will beconstructed routing much
of the traffic away from downtown.
Thiscould hurt existing busnesses. The
park was seen asadowntown anchor,
bringing peopleback into the area.

The Chincoteague Management
Team, made up of representatives of
the Town and two residents, worked
with staff of the PDC to purchasethe
property and develop the park’ sfacili-
ties. The park istruly abeautiful addi-
tiontotheidand.

Scenes of the Robert N. Reed, S.
Downtown Waterfront Park, Dedication
Day June 14, 2006
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OnJune5, 2006, VirginiaDepart-
ment of Emergency Management offi-
cidscontacted the PDC with newsthat
FEMA hasgpproved the Eastern Shore
of Virginia Hazard Mitigation Plan.
Now theplan cango forward for adop-
tion by locd jurisdictions.

The Plan, funded through agrant
fromtheVirginiaDepartment of Emer-
gency Management and FEMA, isthe
first step to reducing the damage asso-
ciated with natural disasters. Planning
beganin January 2004 just months af-
ter Hurricanelsabd struck Virginia

Thefederd government hasdocu-
mented an increasein disaster costs.
For thisreason, FEMA isencouraging
reduction in damages to private and
public property through mitigation.
Mitigationisany sustained actiontaken
to reduce or eliminate the long-term
risk to human life and property from
hazards. FEM A encourages mitigation
through severd grant programs. These
grantsareonly availabletojurisdictions
that have an adopted and approved
mitigationplan.

The Eastern Shore Hazard Mitiga:
tion Committee made up of members
from both counties, several townsand
other organizations from all over the
Eastern Shore developed the plan. It
consdersthetherisk to buildingsfrom
coastal flooding, stormwater flooding,
highwind eventsand coastdl erosionin
great detail.

Fishkills, snow events, and other
local hazardsare also considered. The
planning processwas ableto bring sev-
era expertstothe Eastern Shoretodis-
cusvarious potentia hazardsand their
effectsincluding EPA scientistssworking
on Sea Level Rise, Delmarva Power
operatorsand other scientists.

With the adoption of the plan, l1o-
caitiescan gpply for Pre-Disaster Miti-
gation Fundsto work on various haz-
ard reduction projects. Unlike previ-
ousmitigation projectsthat haveresulted
from money available after adisaster
strikesour areg, pre-disaster fundsare
available on ayearly basisand no di-
saster is required for the funds to be
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Home Elevated Above the Hundred Year Floodplain on Tangier Island by a FEMA

Mitigation Grant

Results of the Household Hazardous
Waste Collection

Thirty-eight vehiclesdropped off
over oneton of household hazardous
waste on June 17, 2006 at the ESO
ArtsCenter inBelleHaven. CareEn-
vironmental Corporation of Landing,
New Jersey collected thematerid sand
will safely processit. The Food Bank
collected useable paint for saleat its
Tadey Thrift shop.

The Ground Water Committee
would liketothank all thosewho par-
ticipated in the collection and appreci-
ated the effort to protect our water re-
SOUrcCes.

The Committee hopesto continue
having the collection annually, and
would liketo thank the project spon-
sors including Accomack County,
Northampton County, theVirginiaDe-
partment of Environmental Quality,
Eastern Shore Soil and Water Conser-
vaionDidrict, theVirginiaDepartment
of Conservation and Recreationandthe
ESOArtsCenter.

USGS Present Prelimiary Results of the
Eastern Shore of Virginia Groundwater
Model

At the June 21, 2006 meeting of
the Groundwater Committee scientists
fromthe USGS presented preliminary
results of the long awaited Eastern
Shoreof VirginiaGroundwater Modd.

Among theresultsincluded thebest
map of the location of the two
pa eochannels, and maps showing how
groundwater level hasdeclined onthe
Shore. Find model resultswill beavall-
ableby March 2007.



NCALL To Provide
Training to Shore
Agencies

TheNational Council onAgricul-
tural Life and Labor Research Fund,
Inc. (NCALL) has contracted with
USDA to providetechnical assistance
to three non-profit housing and com-
munity-based agenciesonthe Shore.

Thebeneficiariesof thisnew initia-
tivewill bethe New Road Community
Deve opment Group, the District One
Community Action Group, Inc., andthe
Accomack-Northampton Housing and
Redeved opment Corporation. Individua
technical assistanceand training pro-
grams will be developed to meet the
needsof each of thethreeagencies, and
will include Boardtraining, fund-rais-
ing, and housing devel opment.
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ThePanning Didrict Commisson's
2004/2005 Annual Report, Regional
Progress, hasbeenreleased. Thisre-
port discusses activities and project
fromthepreviousfisca year. Thisyear
it highlights the Accomack Manor the A-NPDC
Project and the Hazard Mitigation ) )
HomeElevation Projects. _If you havequesti onsor \_/voul dlike

Activitiesby all departmentsare o discontinueyour subscription, plesse
al'so given attention. To obtain acopy, c_ontact the Planning District Commis-
pleasecall theofficeat (757)787-2936 IO
and onewill bemailed to you or pick
one up at our office at 23372 Front
Street, Accomac located beside the
Town of Accomac Post Office.
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Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@a-npdc.org
Website www.a-npdc.org
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