Accomack-Northampton Planning District Commission
Accomack-Northampton Regional Housing Authority -- Accomack-Northampton Housing and Redevelopment Corporation

Regiond Upadate

A Monthly Report of Activities on the Eastern Shore of Virginia

August 2006

Occohannock Neck Road Development
Master Plan Workshop To Be Held August 30

TheAccomack-Northampton Re-
gional Housing Authority will holda
stakehol der workshop on Wednesday,
August 30, starting at 9:00a.m. inthe
Exmore Town Hall. The purposeof the
workshopisfor interested personsto
provideinput to thedesignersof amas-
ter plan for a53-acre parcel of prop-
erty on Occohannock Neck Road in
Exmore. TheAuthority hasapurchase
contract on the property and proposes
to build affordablehomesonit.

Town, county, and housing officias

areinvited, aswell as neighbors and
other interested stakehol ders. Architects
from Hill Studios will guide attendees
through aplanning and decision-mak-
ing process. Hill Sudiowill summarize
participant comments and present a
rough draft planfor the property.

“The property islikeablank sheet
of canvas,” said Paul Berge, Authority
Executive Director. “All ideaswill be
welcomed. All weknow right now is
that we want to build homes that are
affordablefor familiesmaking average

and bel ow-averageincomes.”

“Theplanislikely toincluderental
unitsand owner-occupied homes, will
have recreational and open space
amenities, andwill bebuiltinastyleand
character cons stent with town, county
andregiond values,” said Berge. “But
exactly what will bewherehasnot been
decided yet. TheAugust 30 workshop
will bethefirst step toward that deci-
sion.” For more information on the
workshop, cal Paul Bergeat (757)787-
2936, x. 116.
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TheHous ng ChoiceVoucher Pro-
gram, more commonly known asthe
Section 8 program, providesrentd as-
sgancetogaulifyingfamilies. Currently,
472familiesarebeing asssted withthis
program onthe Shore. Upto 538 fami-
liescan beass sted and g&ff havepulled
100familiesfromthewaitinglist and
areworking on getting them admitted
totheprogram.

Oneof thebest aspectsof thispro-
gramistheportability option. Thisal-
lowsfamiliesto moveto other locales
for jobsor other reasons. Many of the
ones who take this option head to
Hampton Roads, Philadelphia, or ar-
easinMaryland.

Housing and Urban Devel opment
(HUD) at their last review rated our
programtroubled. Thisisof great con-
cernsinceitispossibletolosethepro-
gram by staying at thisdesignation too
long. They recommended that staff go
out and look at avery successful pro-
graminWaynesboro, which wasdone
in October 2005. Staff immediately
started to make recommended

changes. In July, our program had apeer
review. Thereviewer was pleased with

effortstoimprovethefile system and
made somerecommendationsfor afew
additiona adminidrativechanges. Com-
missionersof theAccomack-Northamp-
ton Regional Housing Authority were
pleased with the results of thereview
and congratul ated staff on their efforts.

Thenext HUD review will beinthe
fal and staff anticipatethat the program
will be moved out of troubled status.
Oncethisisaccomplished and another
review indicatesthat theprogramisdo-
ing well, opportunitieswill openupto
theA-NRHA. Two additiond programs
will becomeavailableincludingtheFam-
ily Saf Sufficiency Programthat assists
qudifyingfamilieswith budgetingand has
amatch for savingsto beused only for
homeownership or education, and the
Homeownership Voucher Program that
allowsqualifying familiesto usetheir
voucher to pay amortgageinstead of
rent. All of these programs can makea
broader framework to assist residents
of the Eastern Shore.

Qualifying families can get rental assistance to live in market rate units.

At the Ground Water Committee’s
July mesting, anew rewritten web site
waspresented. New material hasbeen
added but much of theorigind materid
has been kept. The new site is at
www.a-npdc.org/groundwater/
index.html.

New featuresincludealist of pro-
tection measuresresidentsof the East-
ern Shore can undertakeaongwitha
new glossary of technical terms. Ma-
terial from the recent USGS
presentaton of the Ground Water
Model havea so been addedtothesite.
All of the Committee’s projects now
have adedicated information page.

Soon to come will be an updated
listing of the DEQ-issued ground wa-
ter permitsissued for the Eastern Shore
and other information from the new
USGSmodd.

In other Ground Water Committee
news, the 2006 Ground Water Award
Programisopenfor gpplications. The
deadlinefor consideration of the 2006
AwardisAugust 31, 2006. TheAward
isforindividudsor inditutionsthat pro-
tect and preserve our ground water.
Eligibleactivitiesinclude: weater conser-
vation, rechargeareaprotection/ pres-
ervation, aquifer preservation, recy-
cling/ reuse, pollution prevention, and
public education/community outreach.
A short gpplicationformisavailableat
www.a-npdc.org/groundwater/
gwaward.html or you can contact usat
(757)787-2936 to have onemailed to
you. Presentation of theAward will be
at the Ground Water Committee' SAn-
nual meetingin December.



Delmarva affordable housing
agency seeks Housing Specialist or
Consultant for initiativeonthe Eastern
Shoreof Virginiato build red estatede-
velopment and organizationa capacity
of nonprofit housing sponsors, includ-
ing theA-NHRC. Nonprofit, develop-
ment, affordable housing, training ex-
periencerequired. College preferred.
Cal NCALL at (302)678-9400for ap-
plicationinsturctions. Closing dateis
August 11, 2006. EOE

Responsblefor asssting theHous-
ing and Adminigrative Departmentsby
providing thefinancid management for
avariety of federal and state grants.
May also be asked to perform other
administrativefunctions. Prefer profi-
ciency in computer accounting and
Spreadsheet programs. Starting saary
range is $20,000-$30,000. Send re-
sume by 5:00 p.m., Monday, August
14, 2006, to Accomack-Northampton
Panning Digtrict Commission, POBox
417, Accomac, VA 23301. EOE.
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