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TheA-NPDC has contracted
with the Virginia Tech Office of Eco-
nomic Development to create anew
economic development strategy for
Accomack and Northampton counties.
This was made possible by support
from both counties and the federal
Economic Devdopment Adminidration
(EDA).

One of the results of this
project will be a separate economic
development study for each county.
Theresultsfrom these studieswill be
combinedintoa” Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Development Strategy” for our
region. Thecompletion of a“ CEDS’
every fiveyearsisoneof theEDA’s
conditionsfor retaining the Shore'svi-
tal “ Economic Development Digtrict”
designationthat ensurespotentia fund-
ing for important local projects. The
most recent beneficiary of thisfunding
was the Eastern Shore Community
College, which received $1.1 million
fromEDA for itsnew BusinessDevd-
opment and Workforce Training Cen-
ter. Retention of the EDD designation
could becritica to the devel opment of
theWallopsResearch Park project, on
whichAccomack County, NASA, and
theMarine Science Consortium have
been diligently working for several
months. Thisfunding could also be
applied to construction and deploy-
ment of affordabl e, high-speed fiber-
optic broadband services for the
Shore.
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VT’ steam hasproposed afour-
step gpproach to researching the Shore's
current assets and devel oping an eco-
nomic development strategy for each
county. First, they will conduct acom-
munity assetsinventory, collect deta, and
comefor asitevisit that will includea
“windshield tour” and meetings with
county staff and others. The second step
cons gtsof two public summit meetings,
onein each county. Step threewill in-
volvereconvening with staff for afol-
low-up assessment and planning meet-
ing inwhich theteam and county staff
will review theinformation devel oped
through the summit meetings. A plan of
action encompassing organization for
implementation and specific stepsto-
wards advancing the vision of each
county will also bedeve oped. Stepfour
will be development of thefinal report

for each county that will summarizethe
data, discussion, and analysisdevel -
oped throughout the process.

The public summit meetings
have been scheduled for February 27
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and 28, from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. The
Northampton County summit will be
held at the Northampton Middle School

in Machipongo on February 27, and
theAccomack County summit will be
held on February 28 at NanduaMiddle
School. Input fromasmany citizensas
possiblewill be neededinorder to de-
velop an economic devel opment strat-
egy that will truly reflect theneedsand
vision of each county. Please planto
attend theseimportant mestings. If you
would likeadditiona information about
the project, please contact Barbara
Schwenk, Economic Devel opment
Coordinator, at 757-787-1247 x115
or bschwenk@a-npdc.org.

To see the type of work that
the VT Office of Economic Develop-
ment hasdonefor other communities,
see their newsletters at:
www.econdev.vt.edu/quarterly.html.

Exmore, Belle Haven Sewer/
Water Survey Starts

Sarting Friday, February 2, survey-
ors will be walking door-to-door
throughout Exmore and Belle Haven
asking residents questions about their
home and business water and sewer
sysems.

Theresultsof the surveyswill be
used to assessthe need for public wa-
ter and sewer systemsin thesetowns,
and may resultinfunding applications
to expand existing systems to meet
needsidentified by the surveyors.

Questions asked will include
conditionof systems, number of users
inthehousehold/business, andwilling-
nessto connect to public systems.“We
thank our residentsfor beingwillingto
answer our questions,” said Mayors
Guy Lawson of Exmoreand Marion
Long of BelleHaven. “ Thisinforma-
tioniscritical to developing plansfor
futuregrowth of our towns.”

186 Homeless ldentified
in 2007 Gount

The preliminary count of homeless personsonthe VirginiaEastern Shoreis
186 persons. They include 24 men, 68 women, and 94 children.

“Thisnumber isconsiderably higher than last year’s count of 49 persons,”
said Paul Berge, secretary of the Eastern Shore Continuum of Care on
Homelessness. “ Thisislikely dueto theexceptiona number of organizationsthat
participated in the 2007 Count.”

Twelve organi zationsidentified homel essindividua sand surveyed them. A
least another dozen public and private agencies participated in the count, but did
not comein contact with homeless personsor familiesduring thethree-day sur-
vey period, January 23rd through 25th.

Berge emphasized that these numbersareonly preliminary. “ Some organiza-
tionstill have surveysto turnin. And we need to check for duplications.”

“Wetruly want to thank all of the organizationsthat participated thisyear,”
said Eleanor Drewniak, chair of the Continuum, acoalition of agenciesthat pro-
vide servicestothehomeless. “ Thissurvey demonstrates the huge need we have
onthe Shoreand the chalengewefacein providing shelter for thehomeless.”

Staff Mark Anniversaries at A-NPDC

Several 5-year staff anniversaries occurred in 2006. Barbara Schwenk,
Economic Devel opment Coordinator, started with A-NPDCinApril of 2001,
L edlie Mason, Planning Technician, began in October 2001, and Robert Will-
iams, Housing Specialist, first cametowork in November 2001. In addition.
Elaine Meil, Director of Planning, hasworked at A-NPDC for 3years, since
January 2004.

Lead Safe HOIII_BS I'_rngram
& Lead Poisoning

The Eastern Shore Lead Safe
Homes Program received agrant last
year toreducelead hazardsin 16 homes
during a period ending June 30 2008.
Sofar only 4 homes have been identi-
fiedfor theproject. Satisticsreved that
the Eastern Shore, with itsdispropor-
tionatenumber of older homes, isamong
theareasintheU.S. at the highest risk
for lead poisoning in young children.
Lead poisoning interferes with brain
development and can cause damageto
the nervous system, yet most children
with elevated level sshow no symptoms.
Homeownersand tenantsof homeshbuilt
before 1978 containing chipped or de-
teriorating paint and wooden painted
windowsare advised to havetheir chil-

dren under 6tested. Qualifyingfami-
lies(whoseincomefalswithinlowto
middleincomerange) are urged to ap-
ply for theProgram. Call Patti Merritt
at the Accomack-Northampton Plan-
ning District Commission, phone 757-
787-2936, ext 119, with questionsor
toapply.
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Lead Paint Hazard



Tabhhi Walker Celebrates
10 Years at A-NPDG

Tabatha Walker, Administrative
Assistant, began working for the A-
NPDCin 1997. Tabbi performsgen-
eral adminigtrativedutiesfor the Plan-
ning District Commission, assistswith
grant application correspondence, per-
formscomputer trouble-shooting, acts
asback-uptotheclerical assistant, as-
sistsand directsclientsand carriesout
many other tasks. Sheattendsmost of
the meetings at the A-NPDC, com-
posesminutes, and assstswiththe Re-
giona Update Newd etter. Tabbi holds
anAssociatesin Applied Science De-
gree iin Office Systems Technology
from the Eastern Shore Community
Collegeand hopesto continue her edu-
cation. Tabbi ismost proud of her abil-
ity toass st with computer problemsand
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withgrant applications. Sheconsiders
herself a“people person” and enjoys
greeting and working with the public.

Mrs. Walker isaresident of New
Church, Virginia. Sheismarried to
Scotty Walker and they have oneson,
Seth.
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How to Contact
the A-NPDC

If you havequestionsor wouldlike
to discontinueyour subscription, please
contact the Planning District Commis-
son.
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